
  

 
 

Index to 2024 TAIS Newsletters 
 

January 2024 – Photo: ‘Silver Skates;’ Moths as Pollinators - article and photos; photos of Susan 
Schaefer in her garden and Sam Wyman and the 2150 Club doing neighborhood clean-up; blurb on 
The Locator page in the HIPS Journal; Tips: consider doing some experiments on your irises; What to 
do in the Iris Garden this Month; History: Sydney Mitchell; Limerick; Quotes: “January is the quietest 
month in the garden. But just because it looks quiet doesn’t mean that nothing is happening…” by 
Rosalie Muller Wright and “Time spent tending to your garden is never time wasted.” by Katrina Mayer  
  
February 2024 – Photo: ‘Rameses;’ Meeting Minutes and photos; Honeybees - article and 
photos; Notes from ‘Growing Irises in the Tucson Area’ Panel Discussion; blurb on feather meal 
as fertilizer; Tips: Merino Nourishing Lanolin Skin Cream and an advantage to potted irises is 
being able to move them indoors during a freeze by Sue; What to do in the Iris Garden this 
Month; History: Hans Peter and Jacob Sass; Limerick; Quotes: "Don't wait for someone to bring 
you flowers. Plant your own garden and decorate your own soul." by Luther Burbank and 
“Always maintain a kind of summer even in the middle of winter.” by Henry David Thoreau 
 

March 2024 – Photo: Iris pseudacorus; Meeting Minutes and photos; Tips on Artistic 
Arrangements per Terry; Incidental Pollinators: Ants, Beetles, Wasps, Flies, and Mosquitos - 
article and photos; Photos of irises and tulips blooming at TBG; blurb on Gothic Gardens; Tips: 
dig a trench along wet iris beds and treat small amounts of rot with Comet cleanser per Jim 
Hedgecock; What to do in the Iris Garden this Month; History: Schreiners Iris Gardens; Limerick; 
Quotes: “The little white clouds are racing over the sky, And the fields are strewn with the gold 
of the flower of March, The daffodil breaks under foot…” by Oscar Wilde, Magdalen Walks and 
“It is spring again. The Earth is like a child that knows poems by heart.” by Rainer Maria Rilke 
  
April 2024 – Photo:  ‘You’re So Veined;’ Meeting Minutes and photos; Other Pollinators: Snails, 
Honeyeater birds, Sunbirds, Lemurs, and Humans - article and photos; Pat Olsen’s Best Tips for 
Prepping Irises for the Show; “Irises, Irises” by Adam Ferrell-Wortman, TBG Director of 
Horticulture – copied from the Spring 2024 edition of the TBG newsletter; blurb on alfalfa meal 
or pellets as fertilizer; Tips: Read about iris-growing problems in Fall 2023 issue of Irises, the 
AIS Journal, v. 104, #4, Add 2-4 T alfalfa pellets per pot when planting iris, Plant rhizomes with 
tops just below soil surface to protect from crickets and grasshoppers per Jim Hedgecock; 
What to do in the Iris Garden this Month; History: Isabella Preston and Siberian irises; Limerick; 
Quotes: “A gush of bird song, a patter of dew…An April day in the morning.” by Harriet Prescott 
Spofford and “It doesn't have to be the blue iris, it could be weeds in a vacant lot, or a few small 
stones; Just pay attention...” by Mary Oliver, Praying and "When one flower blooms, spring 
awakens everywhere." by John O'Donohue 
 

May 2024 – Photo: ‘Edith Wolford;’ Report and Photos from Our Show; Tips from the Show 

Bench; Plant Adaptations for Pollinators - article and photos; blurb on AIS needs more Iris 
Judges; Tips: Relocate iris that blooms too late to show, First Nature 16 oz Hummingbird 
feeder, and divide any purchased rhizomes with over two fans; What to do in the Iris Garden 
this Month; History: Long’s Gardens in Boulder, Colorado; Limerick; Quotes: “Now the bright 
morning-star, Day’s harbinger, Comes dancing from the East, and leads with her The flowery 
May…” by John Milton, Song on May Morning, and “May come up with fiddle-bows, May come up with 
blossom, May come up the same again, The same again but different.” by Louis MacNeice 
 

June 2024 – Photo: AB ‘Vivid Dream;’ Meeting Minutes and photos; Artistic Arrangement 

Photos from the Show; Ladybugs article and photos; Hybridizing Irises and Growing Their 
Seeds, alà Kevin; What I Learned by Doing Artistic Arrangements by Sue; blurb on 
commercially-important flowers; Tips: Homemade flower food for bouquets; What to do in the 
Iris Garden this Month; History: Cooley’s Gardens; Limerick; Quotes: “And what is so rare as a 
day in June? Then, if ever, come perfect days...” by James Russell Lowell and “A dripping June 
Brings all things in tune.” – Weather Proverb 
 

 

 



 “A flower does not think of competing with the flower next to it. It just blooms.” - Zen Shin July 2024 – Photo; SPU ‘Line Dancing;’ More Photos from the Show; Photos from Kevin’s 

Garden Tour by Sally; Green Lacewings article and photos; blurb on two shops associated with 
TBG; Tips: How to certify your garden as a wildlife habitat; What to do in the Iris Garden this 
Month; History: Standardization of plant names in the 1920’s; Limerick; Quotes: “When the heat 
like a mist veil floats, And poppies flame in the rye…It is July.” by Susan Hartley Swett and “Hark, 
the honeybee's low hum Tells us that  the summer's come!” by Frank Dempster Sherman  
 

August 2024 – Photo: NoID; Gary Carruthers tributes; Table of Irises that Did Well in Tucson 

This Year; Dragonflies article and photos; blurb on Five Irisarian Laws; Tips: use a table fork to 
remove weeds in pots and My Summer Iris Strategies for This Year by Sue; What to do in the Iris 
Garden this Month; History: AIS Checklist Lead-up and Iris Happenings in the 1920’s; Limerick; 
Quotes: "Pomona was the uniquely Roman goddess of fruit trees, gardens, and orchards…”            
- historyfilia: WordPress and “A flower does not think of competing with the flower next to it. It 
just blooms.” by Zen Shin 
 
September 2024 – Photo: ‘Jurassic Park;’ Meeting Minutes and photos; Damselflies article and 
photos; Photos from Iris Dig at Marie Valenzuela’s by Lois and Terry; Rhizome Preparation     
Pre-Sale; Photo Contest rules and how-to’s; blurb on rhizomes are underground stems and not 
roots; Tips: Plant new irises right away and how and why to divide irises; What to do in the Iris 
Garden this Month; History: AIS Checklists and Iris Registration; Haiku; Quotes: “O month of 
fairer, rarer days Than Summer's best have been; When skies at noon are burnished blue...” by 
Hellen L. Smith, September Days and “Plant so your own heart will grow.” by Hafiz 
 

October 2024 – Photo: ‘Bryce Canyon;’ Report and Photos from the Sale; Ground Beetles article 

and photos; blurbs on Marcusen Sculpture Garden Damaged, Extra Plant Labels for Sale, and 
‘Tobacco Road;’ Tips: the Bti (Bacillus thuringiensis israelensis) in Mosquito Dunks and 
Mosquito Bits may prevent soft rot in rhizomes; What to do in the Iris Garden this Month; 
History: Dr. Rudolph Kleinsorg and his Brown Irises; Limerick; Quotes: “There is no season when 
such pleasant and sunny spots may be lighted on, and produce so pleasant an effect on the 
feelings, as now in October...” by Nathaniel Hawthorne and “Every leaf speaks bliss to me, 
Fluttering from the autumn tree.” by Emily Brontë, Fall, Leaves, Fall 
 
November 2024 – Photo: ‘Clown Around;’ Meeting Minutes; Region 15 Fall Conference (Trek) - 
article and photos by Lois; Some Tips from Dr. Walworth’s Fertilizing Presentation; Praying 
Mantis - article and photos; Winning Entries in our 7th-Annual Photo Contest; blurb on 
Ornamental Grasses for the Garden; Tips: My attempts at over-summering my irises were not 
successful by Sue; What to do in the Iris Garden this Month; History: Dr. Phillip Loomis, 
hybridizer of pink irises and other colors; Haiku; Quotes: "The wind that makes music in 
November corn is in a hurry. The stalks hum, the loose husks whisk skyward in  half-playing swirls, 
and the wind hurries on...A tree tries to argue, bare limbs waving, but there is no detaining the 
wind." by Aldo Leopold and “The soft November days are here, The aftermath of blossom's year.” 
by Sara Louisa Oberholtzer 
 

December 2024 – Photo: ‘Solar Fire;’ Meeting Minutes and photos from the Potluck; Fertilizer 

Information from Dr. Walworth’s Presentation; Soldier Beetles, Assassin Bugs, and Robber Flies 
- article and photos; blurb on AIS’ two lists from 1925: Irises Worthy of Planting and Irises 
Unworthy of Planting; Tips: reference to a scientific paper that has photos showing irises grown 
without specific key nutrients; What to do in the Iris Garden this Month; History: Japanese 
Irises; Limerick; Quotes: "That's no December sky! Surely 'tis June Holds now her state on high, 
Queen of the noon. Only the tree-tops bare Crowning the hill, Clear-cut in perfect air, Warn us 
that still Winter, the aged chief, Mighty in power, Exiles the tender leaf, Exiles the flower..." 
by  Robert Fuller Murray, A December Day and “In seed-time learn, in harvest teach, in winter 
enjoy.” by William Blake                                     - SC 
 

 

 


